SAL March 10, 2020 General Membership Meeting

OPENING CEREMONIES CONDUCTED:
Chaplain’s Prayer / Moment of Silence
POW/MIA Remembrance / Blue Star Banner
Preamble to our Constitution

Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: Commander: Earl Lash lll E(xc),1st Vice Commander: Marc Till (x),2nd Vice
Commander: Brett Novy (x), Finance Officer: Jerry Durkee (Exc), Adjutant: Gregory J. McCormack (Exc),
Chaplain: John Michael McCormack (x), Sergeant-at-Arms: Mike Hollis (x), Historian: Steve Hamilton (x)
Legion Liaison: Jed Fall (x)

READING OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:Motion made (Ben N.). to accept the Minutes pending corrections
and 2nd (Brett N.). Motion Carried.

MEMBERS & GUESTS PRESENT: Members: Tip Bierhalter, Ronnie Sinkler, Ben Newton, Dale Sheriff,
Guests: Sr. Vice Post Commander, John Barkley, Legionnaire James Montgomery

FINANCE REPORT:Steve Hamilton presented Finance Officer Gerard Durkee’s report in his absence. All debits and
credits were read and an ending balance was reported. Motion made (Ben N.) to accept the Financial Report pending
audit and 2nd (Mike H.). Motion Carried.

COMMANDER’S REPORT:No Report

ADJUTANT’S REPORT:Acting Commander Marc Till presented the report provided by Adjutant (Greg McCormack)
on the following items:

1.) State Stats (Report Available) shows Squadron 49 is ahead of the target percentage of paid members.

2.) Squadron Stats (Report Available) current roster has 532 members (373 renewals/55 new).

3.) New Member Applications: None

4.) Information Collection / Continuing efforts to gather contact information on 116 members.

5.) Membership Account (Report Available) report presented on deposits and checks written and account balanced.
6.) March 2020 SAL Newsletter was sent out February 28, 2020.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Steve Hamilton reported that our one deployed Troop is a young lady who is currently in Afghanistan. Letters from
Candyland has sent her a box of letters and a Care Package. She has received both. Brett Novy reported we should
have another APO of a service member overseas.

SICK CALL & RELIEF: Roger Bush is doing better. Tammy Novy is improving. Tip Bierhalter is now using a walker.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

-Steve Hamilton read the inscription and Acting Commander Marc Till presented Mr. James Montgomery a plaque of
appreciation for his service to the Sons of the American Legion Squadron 49, as the Post Legion Liaison. Thank you,
Mr. Montgomery.

-SAL member Dale Sheriff was invited into the meeting to answer the charges brought against him by another SAL
member, Kim Dobbins. Mr. Dobbins complaint letter described an incident that took place several months prior to the
complaint letter being filed, was read to Mr. Sherriff and the SAL Leadership Team. Mr. Sheriff then responded that he
and Mr. Dobbins had occasionally exchanged “playful barbs” towards one another, including

potentially racially offensive words such as described in the claim. Mr. Sheriff then described that immediately after
the incident, he apologized to Mr. Dobbins and both resumed their drinking at the bar and a later outside

cigarette break. At this point, Mr. Sheriff felt that his apology was accepted and the incident closed. Steve Hamilton
then warned Mr. Sheriff to “never use language of this nature, under any circumstances, on Legion property as it will
not be tolerated”. Mr. Sheriff responded that he agreed and would not use similar language again. After further
discussion, a motion was proposed, seconded and accepted by a majority vote of SAL members present to take no






further action. It was also noted, however, that any additional incidents could be subject to more severe actions, up to
and including loss of bar privileges and possible loss of SAL Membership.

-Steve remembered Alan Quinn, a young local veteran who recently suffered a debilitating stroke. It was suggested
that Squadron 49 hold a benefit dinner with proceeds being used for financial relief for his family. Ben N. and Brett N.
took charge of this event, suggesting a pork chop dinner. They will coordinate

with Heather for a date.

-The Mardi Gras Celebration was a success. Sixteen veterans from the Battle Creek VA Medical Center came for
lunch, entertainment and prizes.

-The Club Room floor is complete with the exception of the foot rest.

NEW BUSINESS & CORRESPONDENCE:

-Sr. Vice Post Commander John Barkley gave a brief presentation regarding military and/or American Legion holidays
and asked if the Sons would like to recognize or support these or any others.

-The Club Room has been painted and Sr. Vice Post Commander John Barkley asked the Squadron to pay
$1,500.00. A motion was made (Ben N.) to pay $1,500.00 toward this project and 2nd (Steve H.). Motion Carried.
-Corned beef and cabbage will be served on March 14th. Ben N., Brett N., Ron S., and Steve H. will prepare food.
-’Light-up-the-Lake’ has been cancelled this year. Ben N. suggested the Sons prepare a meal to help make up for the
lost revenue. Legionnaire Bill Halberland has offered to make a rib dinner. This might be a good opportunity for Mr.
Halberland to show his skills. We will offer the meal to him.

-A ‘thank you’ letter was read from Magician John Dudley who performed at the

Mardi Gras Celebration. Mr. Dudley was a hit with the veterans.

-Last year’s Thursday Night Steak Dinners were a success and it was suggested we continue hosting them this year
but with an extended season. Greg M. and Leif S. will be asked to spearhead this project.

-A motion was made (Steve H.) to place an ad in this year’s State Convention Booklet at the cost of $50.00 and 2nd
by (Ben N.) Motion Carried.

-A ‘Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day’ breakfast is being planned. This will be a free breakfast for all. The
Legionnaires will provide the food and have asked the Sons to prepare it. Volunteers are needed.

-A letter was read from 4th District Chaplain Jerry Oliver requesting information on any members who have passed
so that they can be recognized at the District meeting and also at the State Convention.

-Steve H. asked if Squadron 49 would like to host BINGO, Trivia, or an Ice Cream Social at the Battle Creek VA.
More on this topic at a later date.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE SONS:

-Tip B. suggested the Bar stock orange juice. Steve H. assured Tip he will bring this up at a Legion Meeting
-Steve H. reported on past Post Commander Mike Kinney, who resides at the Battle Creek VA.

-There will be a District Meeting in Hastings on May 3, 2020.

CLOSING CEREMONIES:
Chaplain’s Prayer — John McCormack
Next Meeting will be April 14, 2020

Respectfully Submitted
Steven J. Hamilton for Gregory J. McCormack
S.A.L. Historian






